The Spirit of Sonship – Tino Todino 2nd November 2008

We worship God who is Trinity in unity.  Three unique aspects of the same being expressed in human terms as the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  
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The relationship that the Trinity enjoy with one another is described as a “Circle dance” (Greek – Perichoresis).  It describes the way the Godhead interacts with each other in unity, intimacy, joy and closeness.  
· The Father’s mission is to bring many sons to glory (Hebrews 2:10), to invite us to participate in the intimacy and joy of this circle dance with them.  
· To receive the Father’s love and to give that Love to others

· To make disciples (sons) of the nations

· The Father’s desire of redemption is to give His sons a home (John 14:2)
· What is Home?  Home is a Place of warmth, affection, affirmation. Where you are known and understood and where you can be yourself.  
· We either live our life as if we have a home, or as if we don’t have a home (Henry Nouwin)

· Only family (sons) can participate in this dance, for they are the ones that know they belong in it and are at home in it.

· Son = Huios – matured for full partnership in the Father’s business. (Romans 8:14-17)
· The battle that rages in the earth is between two spirits, either the spirit of Sonship or the orphan spirit.  

· The orphan spirit cannot be cast out, rehabilitated, or psycho-solved. The orphans spirit can only be conquered by being introduced to the Father.
The Spirit of Sonship v Orphan Spirit – What they say:

	The Spirit of Sonship says
	The Orphan Spirit Says

	I belong and I can be myself.
	I don't belong here, so I must be pretend to be someone I am not to be accepted

	I don’t have to perform to be loved
	I must achieve, perform and prove myself

	I’m a son/daughter
	I don't know who my father is

	I have a home
	I don't know where I am supposed to be

	Father knows me better than I know myself and He loves me.
	Nobody knows what I'm going through or the pain I'm in and God doesn't care

	Because I am a son, I have an inheritance from my Father
	Since I don't have an inheritance I must claw and grab for everything I can get.  No one but me can meet my needs 

	Because I have that inheritance, I can relax.
	I particularly aim at taking what belongs to sons, since they didn't do anything to deserve what they have.  I’ll control and manipulate to get my way

	I value love life and relationships over knowledge and truth 
	I value truth and knowledge above love and life.  The tree of the knowledge of good and evil is chosen over the tree of life.

	I speak the truth in love, and only when appropriate to do so.
	I’ll tell you the truth and accept no responsibility about whether it should be said or not.  I’ll justify my judgement of others

	I rely upon my Father, and so I say and do only what the Father tells me to say and do.
	I rely on my gifts and talents




Devils strategy – If thou be a son of God then……(perform)  It says, “Do this and you will be like your Father”.  The real deception is to imply that you are not already like your Father!
The 12 step progression into Orphan Thinking
1. We focus on the faults we see in authority figures.

2. We receive their faults as discouragement OR rejection of self  (JUDGMENT)
a. Father wound

3. We lose basic trust in those Authority Figures

a. Fool me once, shame on you, fool me twice shame on me!

4. We begin to develop fear of receiving comfort, love or affirmation

5. Our spirit closes (our emotional realm puts up guards)

a. Tend to feel others pain only though their own pain (filters) (paralysed to the pain of others)
6. We take on an independent, self-reliant attitude

7. We start controlling relationships (to guard against pain – just in case)

8. Settle for superficial relationships (News, sports and weather)

a. Can’t see the value of love relationships, so they are into every relationship for what they can get.

9. We develop a stronghold thought – “I am on my own” (Christian Atheists)(Heb 13:5 never will I leave you)

10. Live life like a spiritual orphan

11. We begin to chase counterfeit affections

a. Passions of the flesh – Medicate the pain with sensory pleasures

b. Possessions – anesthetise the pain with stuff

i. Devil tempting Jesus with possessions (Kingdom), with performance (if thou be), with demonstration of power (cast yourself down – do it your way)

c. Position – Achieve past the pain aiming for the praise of men

d. Power – We take a tight grip on the control of our own lives

12. Enter into a life of oppression.

Mephibosheth – A type of an orphan brought before the father.

· Feared for his life for he believed the lie that David wanted to kill him

· We are like this in that sometimes we believe that God wants to punish us

· When he appeared before David he thought that it would be his last day alive

· David’s heart was to show him kindness because of the covenant he had made with Jonathan

· God’s heart is to show us kindness because of the covenant He has made with Jesus!

· He prepared a feast for Mephibosheth in his honour and gave him a place at the kings table.

· God prepares a banquet for us at the wedding feast of the lamb!

· He also tended all the land that Jonathan owned and gave it back to Mephibosheth as an inheritance along with servants to tend it.

· God gives each one of his sons an inheritance.  He also gives us angels as ministering spirits sent to minister to us.

· David treated Mephibosheth as a son.

· God has made us adopted sons

